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SUBJECT: GDR INTEREST IN US GRAIN PURCHASES 

1. ON JULY 21 I ATTENDED, AT THE POLISH EMBASSY, THE CELBRA- 
TION OP THE POLISH NATIONAL DAY. 

2. AMONG THE GDR OPPICIALS PRESENT WERE HORST SINDERMANN, 
CHAIRMAN OP THE COUNCIL OP MINISTERS; POREIGN MINSTER 
PISCHER; DEPUTY MINISTER GRUNERT AND DR. GEYER OP THE 
AMERICAN DESK. ALL SPOKE TO ME OP THE DROUGHT, SAYING THE 
PRESENT RAINS ARE TOO LATE AND A GREAT PART OP THE CROPS 
WILL NOT BE REALIZED. 

3. SINDERMANN ENGAGED ME IN A TEN MINUTE TALK WITH GRUNERT 
AS INTERPRETER. HE SAID THAT THE GDR WANTED TO BUY GRAIN 
PROM THE US, WOULD LIKE A LIVE- YEAR GRAIN CONTRACT, AND 
THAT DR BEIL, OF THE FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY, WOULD 
POSSIBLY ASK TO SEE ME. 

4. WHEN I WAS IN WASHINGTON IN FEBRAURY AND MAY, IN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH 

PRESIDENT LORD, HE TOLD ME THAT HE WOULD LIKE ME TO 
ENCOURAGE AGRICULTURAL SALES TO THE GDR. I HAVE NOT YET 
DONE SO, OTHER THAN TO SAY AT THE LEIPZIG SPRING PAIR, 

IN RESPONSE TO A STATEMENT BY DR. BEIL, THAT THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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WITH THE GDR. THIS WAS REPORTED AT THE TIME. 

5. 1 WOULD NOT BELIEVE A FIVE-YEAR TRANSACTION IS IN 
ACCORD WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY. HOWEVER, IE EINANCING CAN 
BE ARRANGED, I CAN SEE THAT A SALE OE SOME GRAIN THIS 
YEAR TO THE GDR WOULD BE HELPFUL TO US FARMERS AND THE 
ECONOMY. 

6. IN VIEW OF PRESIDENT FORD'S STATEMENTS TO ME, I 

SUGGEST THAT THIS MESSAGE AND ITS INFORMATION BE SUBMITTED 

TO HIM. 

COOPER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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